DrugMEt Pharmacogenetics Product Achieves CE Mark for IVD Use

KUOPIO, Finland, and SAN DIEGO, Calif. USA May 2, 2006 - Jurilab, a privately-held Finnish biotechnology company, and Nanogen, Inc. (Nasdaq: NGEN), developer of advanced diagnostic products, announced today that the European CE Mark for IVD (in vitro diagnostic) use has been achieved for the DrugMEt® pharmacogenetic test.  

"With this certification, Jurilab's DrugMEt is now available for clinical diagnostic use within the European Union. This is a major step forward, both for healthcare in general and for Jurilab," said Kari Paukkeri, President and CEO of Jurilab.

"The pharmacogenetics market has been estimated to be growing at a compound annual rate of more than 20%, and CE designation of the Jurilab DrugMEt product strengthens our position in that market," said Howard C. Birndorf, chairman and CEO of Nanogen.   Nanogen holds worldwide, excluding Japan, distribution rights for DrugMEt, which is designed to detect up to 27 variations in eight genes encoding major drug-metabolizing enzymes.


Pharmacogenetics is the study of genetic factors involved in causing individual variability in drug response. According to a study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association, adverse drug reactions are a leading cause of hospitalization. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has recently released guidance encouraging the generation of more pharmacogenomics data and molecular diagnostic testing during drug development and clinical trials. 

First launched as a Research Use Only (RUO) product in 2004, the DrugMEt is designed to detect variation in genes including CYP2D6, CYP2C9, and CYP2C19, as well as duplication and deletion of the CYP2D6 gene. Up to 48 samples can be processed simultaneously, using standard laboratory instruments and a range of different microarray scanners. The medium-throughput capability is well-suited for genetically stratifying patient populations in clinical research trials. The DrugMEt test is an easy-to-use open-system sold both as a complete kit and a service.

About Jurilab Ltd.

Oy Jurilab Ltd is dedicated to applying its proprietary discoveries of genes and genetic markers associated with the underlying cause of common diseases and drug response across healthcare. The company's current product emphasis is on Disease Risk Assessment and Molecular Subtyping Tests, Human-Validated Drug Targets, Pharmacogenetic Profiling Tests and biochemical and genotyping services. For additional information, please see www.jurilab.com.

About Nanogen, Inc.
Nanogen's advanced technologies provide researchers, clinicians and physicians worldwide with improved methods and tools to predict, diagnose, and ultimately help treat disease.  The company's products include real-time PCR reagents, the NanoChip® electronic microarray platform and a line of rapid diagnostic tests. Nanogen's ten years of pioneering research involving nanotechnology holds the promise of miniaturization and continues to be supported for its potential for diagnostic and biodefense applications. For additional information please visit Nanogen's website at www.nanogen.com.

Forward-Looking Statement 

This press release contains forward-looking statements that are subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from those set forth in the forward-looking statements, including whether DrugMEt and other products currently marketed or under development can be successfully developed and commercialized, whether patents owned or licensed by Nanogen will be developed into products, whether the patents owned by Nanogen offer any protection against competitors with competing technologies, whether results reported by our customers or partners can be identically replicated, and other risks and uncertainties discussed under the caption "Factors That May Affect Results" and elsewhere in Nanogen's Form 10-K or Form 10-Q most recently filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission. These forward-looking statements speak only as of the date hereof. Nanogen disclaims any intent or obligation to update these forward-looking statements. 
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